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In 1988 the Spanish Parliament passed Law 31/88 concerning the óProtection of the 

Astronomical Quality of the IAC Observatoriesô, now known as the Canarian Sky Law. 
In 1992 a regulation was passed governing the application of this law and establishing 
the OTPC. 

Right from the beginning the law had quite specific objectives concerning the mainte-
nance and, where possible, improvement of the magnificent quality of the skies over the 
Canary Islands. To accomplish these objectives numerous interventions in the installa-
tion of exterior lighting were made in order to lessen the adverse effects of light pollution 
affecting the IAC Observatories. Other aspects, including road safety, large savings in 
energy and environmental issues, were taken into account  to make the Sky Law a model 
to be emulated in the fight against light pollution.
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There exist many definitions of light pollution, but one of the most accurate is the fol-

lowing: òThe emission of luminous flux from artificial nocturnal sources in intensities, 
directions and/or spectral ranges to a degree that is unnecessary for the performance 
of tasks in a given area where illumination is to be installedò. This defines the kind of 
pollution that we are able to avoid.

Light pollution is produced by poor screening of outside lighting and/or the use of 
unsuitable lamps, which causes  part of the light to be directed towards the sky, thereby 
not being fully exploited for the purpose of illuminating our streets, squares and sports 
facilities. Excess illumination (reflection) also has a great impact, producing more illu-
mination than is necessary and involving the use of lamps of low efficiency with a high 
ultraviolet content.

Directing this wasted light towards the ground and where it is needed leads to impro-
ved lighting and saving of energy, both of which are beneficial to the environment. Good 
design of lighting installations must control light emission to illuminate only what is 
required, with the quantity of light needed for the activity concerned and with the most 
efficient and suitably adapted light source.

The ornamental lighting of buildings, together with luminous advertisements must,  
adopt a design that avoids directing the light towards the sky and must be turned off 
when not serving their purpose (during the hours of early morning).




