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HONORARY BOARD 
OF THE STARLIGHT 2007 CONFERENCE

President
H.R.H. Felipe de Borbón

Prince of Asturias

Members of the Committee:

Adán MARTÍN MENIS
President of the Canary Islands Government

Koïchiro MATSUURA
Director-General of UNESCO

Jose Luis PERESTELO RODRÍGUEZ
President of La Palma Biosphere Reserve

Cristina NARBONA
Spanish Minister of Environment

Mercedes CABRERA
Spanish Minister of Education and Science

Francisco SÁNCHEZ
Director of  IAC

HRH Prince Felipe receives the Starlight commemorative medal from José Luis Perestelo Rodríguez (President  of 
La Palma Biosphere Reserve), in the presence of Paulino Rivero (President of the Canary Island  Governmment) and 
Mercedes Cabrera (Spanish Minister of Education and Science), during the ceremony of First Light of GTC. 
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ORGANIZING COMMITTEE 
OF THE STARLIGHT 2007 CONFERENCE

Antonio SAN BLÁS
Co-director of the Initiative

Manager - La Palma Biosphere Reserve

Luis MARTÍNEZ
Co-director of the Initiative

Head of Cabinet
Instituto de Astrofísica de Canarias (IAC)

Juan GARAY ZABALA
Director General

Organismo Autónomo de Parques Nacionales
Spanish Environment Ministry

Miguel Ángel PULIDO RODRÍGUEZ
Director General - Planning and Landscape

Canary Island Government

Miguel CLUSENER-GODT
Division of Ecological Sciences

Man and the Biosphere Programme (MAB)
UNESCO

Cipriano MARÍN
Coordinator - Starlight Initiative

HRH The Prince of Asturias and the coordinator of the 
Starlight initiative during the meeting held on the occa-
sion of the GTC First Light Ceremony.

Prof. Francisco Sánchez explains the objectives of the 
Starlight initiative to TRH the King and Queen of Spain 
in the presence of the authorities of La Palma and the 
members of the Starlight 2007 Organizing Committee.
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President
Jafar JAFARI
University of Wisconsin. USA.

Members
Tomás AZCÁRATE BANG
President,
Responsible Tourism Institute.

Pedro BALLESTEROS TORRES
Administrator of the Campaign “Sustainable 
Energy Europe”,
DG TREN - European Commission.

Marco BARBIERI
Secretariat of the 
Convention on the Conservation of Migratory 
Species of Wild Animals (CMS-UNEP).

Alexander BOKSENBERG
President of the U.K. National Commission for 
UNESCO.
Professor of Experimental Astronomy at the Uni-
versity of Cambridge.

Peter BRIDGEWATER
Secretary-general,
The Ramsar Convention on Wetlands.

Manuel CENDAGORTA
Director,
ITER  (Institute of Technology and Renewable 
Energy).

David L.CRAWFORD
Executive Director,
International Dark-Sky Association (IDA).

Rafael DARANAS HERNÁNDEZ
Scientific Committee, 
La Palma Biosphere Reserve.

Maguelonne DÉJEANT-PONS
Head of the Spatial Planning and Landscape 
Division,
Council of Europe.

SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE 
STARLIGHT INITIATIVE

Opening of the first meeting of the Scientific Committee 
held at Santa Cruz de La Palma on November 14th, 2006. 
From left to right: Antonio Sanblas (La Palma Biosphere 
Reserve), Miguel Ángel Pulido (Canary Islands Govern-
ment), Francisco Sánchez (Director of IAC), José Luis 
Perestelo (President of La Palma), Miguel Clüsener-Godt 
(UNESCO), Cipriano Marín (Coordinator of the Starlight 
initiative), Juan Antonio Menéndez Pidal (Secretary-Gen-
eral of the Starlight 2007 Conference).

One of the sessions of the Scientific Committee meet-
ing. From left to right: Luis Martínez (IAC), Juan Carlos 
Pérez Arencibia (IAC), Manuel N. Fernández Rodríguez 
(Madrid Autonomous University), Francisco Javier Díaz 
Castro (OTPC), Alaxander Boksenberg (U.K. National 
Commission for UNESCO, University of Cambridge), 
Pierre Laserre (Marie Curie University).
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Eduardo FAYOS SOLA
Director 
Education and Knowledge Management UN-WTO 
World Tourism Organization.

Antonio FERNÁNDEZ RODRÍGUEZ
Vice-rector for Research 
University of Las Palmas de Gran Canaria

Manuel Nicolás FERNÁNDEZ RODRÍGUEZ
Scientific Committee 
La Palma Biosphere Reserve

Javier GALLEGO
Former Director-general of UNWTO-Themis 
Foundation 
University of Valencia

Fernando HIRALDO
CSIC
Director of the Doñana Biological Station

Natarajan ISHWARAN
Director 
Division of Ecological and Earth Sciences 
UNESCO

Hiroji ISOZAKI
Meiji Gakuin University. Japan.

Wolf Michael IWAND
TUI AG, Executive Director 
Group Corporate Environmental Management

Lamine KADI
Rector - University of Mostaganem Algeria

Ángel LANDABASO
DG - RTD 
European Commission

Pierre LASSERRE
Member of the Academia Europaea Pierre & 
Marie Curie University

Gloria LÓPEZ MORALES
President, Conservatory of Intangible Cultural 
Heritage of Mexico.

Juan Antonio MENÉNDEZ-PIDAL

Director for Spain 
Unión Latina

Nigel POLLARD 
Director: Division 5 (Exterior lighting)
International Commission on Illumination (CIE)

César PORTELA
Architect

Arthouros Zervos (NTUA), Antonio San Blas (La 
Palma Biosphere Reserve), Francisco Cantos (Spanish 
Ministry of Environment) and Cipriano Marín (Star-
light Initiative) during the presentation of the Initiative 
to TRH the King and Queen of Spain.

One of the sessions of the Scientific Committee 
meeting with Arnoldo Santos (La Palma Biosphere 
Reserve), Pierre Lasserre (Marie Curie University), 
Peter Bridgewater (Ramsar convention), Luis Ram-
allo (President of the Spanish National Commission 
for Unesco), Gloria López (Conservatory of Intangi-
ble Cultural Heritage of Mexico).
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Luis RAMALLO
President of the Spanish National Commission 
for UNESCO

Malcolm G. SMITH
Director
AURA Observatory in Chile President of IAU 
Division XII

Francisco SÁNCHEZ
Director
Instituto de Astrofísica de Canarias

Arnoldo SANTOS
Scientific Committee of La Palma Biosphere 
Reserve

Antonio SERRANO RODRÍGUEZ
Secretario General para el Territorio y la Biodi-
versidad
Ministerio de Medio Ambiente

Anna SIDORENKO-DULOM 
Coordinator of the Thematic Initiative
“Astronomy and World Heritage”
UNESCO World Heritage Centre 

Arthouros ZERVOS
President 
European Renewable Energy Council 
National Technical University of Athens

Coordination:
Cipriano MARÍN
Starlight Initiative

Presentation of the Initiative to TRH the King and Queen of Spain. In the photograph: N. Ishwaran (UNESCO), 
Luis Ramallo (President, National Commission of Spain for UNESCO), Francisco Sanchez (Director, Instituto de 
Astrofísica de Canarias), Francisco Cantos (MAB National Committee, Spain), HRH King Juan Carlos I of Spain 
and HRH Queen Sofia. © Royal Press of Spain.

Arthouros Zrevos (NTUA), Cipriano Marín (Starlight 
Initiative), Alec Boksenberg (University of Cambridge), 
Lamine Kadi (Recotor, University of Mostaganem, Alge-
ria), during the visit of the Scientific Committee to the 
Roque de los Muchachos Observatory.

Above: Marco Barbieri (CMS-UNEP), Lamine Kadi 
(University of Mostaganem), and Javier Gallego (Univer-
sity of Valencia) during one of the Committee sessions.
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