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The Law and the Goals of 

the Starlight Initiative

1.Work with existing norms and standards

2.Create new higher standards in the 
tourism industry and the lighting industry

3.Implementnew standards through 
National laws, Local Ordinances and

4.Work with International Organizations 
(IAU, IDA, UNWTO, UNESCO and other 
organizations) and International Treaties 
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Existing Sources of 

Starlight Reserves Law 
Protection for Starlight Reserves is more than 
Environmental Law ςit is an intersection of 
many legal schemes

ÅLocal Zoning, Lighting ordinances
ÅNational Parks Regulations
ÅTravel and Tourism Law  - Air, Sea, 

Hospitality, Antarctica 
ÅOuter Space Law
ÅWorld Heritage Law and Treaties 
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Environmental Law
Starlight Protection is Similar but Distinct 

ÅComplex and interlocking body of statutes, 
treaties, ordinances, international law 
regulating human activity with the 
environment

ÅConcerned with Air Quality, Water Quality, 
Global Climate Change, Agricultural 
Biodiversity, Waste Management, Sustainable 
Development
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International Law
ÅThe laws between state parties

ïGenerally individuals are not subjects of international 
law

ÅHuman Rights Laws ςas in Right to Starlight ςbut 
not a fundamental human right ςno standing

ÅHeritage ςCultural Heritage, Common Heritage of 
Mankind, World Heritage

ÅThere is a difficulty for states to adopt 
International Laws into their existing Statutory 
Laws
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International Environmental Law

ÅThere are many treaties where Starlight would 
not apply ςbut also many areas where 
Starlight should be included

ÅBut concerning starlight and the Environment, 
we can see that:

ïAffects land, but also sea and air ecologies

ïPollution

ïWaste

ïEven hazardous cancer causing light 
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Starlight Reserves Protection is 
more than Environmental Protection
ÅCultural Heritage ςorigins of science, religion, 

world view

ÅScientific Research ςAstronomy and Ecology

ÅArtistic Achievements ςphotography, 
architecture, painting, music, movies

ÅAnd also protection of nocturnal ecologies

ÅTourismςwhich hopefully includes all of the 
above along with relaxation and psychological 
fulfillment

7



Statutory Law 
(National level - State Based)

ÅThe body of acts passed by a state legislature

ÅGoverning how environment and human 
health are protected and how resources 
should be managed

As found in the USA Environmental Laws

ÅClean Air Act (1970)

ÅClean Water Act (1972)

ÅNational Environmental Policy Act (1969)

ÅEndangered Species Act (1973)

ÅToxic Substances Control Act (1976)

ÅResource Conservation and Recovery Act (1976)8



Common Law Concepts useful for 
Starlight Protection

ÅNuisanceςunreasonable, unwarrantable, or 
ǳƴƭŀǿŦǳƭ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ƻǿƴ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ǊŜǎǳƭǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ 
annoyance, inconvenience, or material injury

ÅTrespassςuninvited entry of a person, agent or 
ƻōƧŜŎǘ ƻƴǘƻ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
human body

ÅNegligenceςwillful disrespect for the rights of 
ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ƻǊ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΦ
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Having rights and being able to 
enforce them are different

Å It is through State based implementation of international 
laws and norms and the development of national tourism 
laws that practically enables the traveler to realize and 
exercise her Right to Starlight.

ÅStarlight can then be seen as a tourism sustainable 
developmentcommodity for consumption by tourists and 
economic gain for the local tourism industry, and the State, 
resulting in a means of tourism and sustainable development.

ÅLocal Municipalities ςas found cooperation with the Mayor 
here in La Palma
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