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International Dark Sky Places

A program to encourage community 

involvement in the preservation 

and restoration of  our night skies

Communities ðParks - Reserves

www.darksky.org/page/IDSPlaces

http://www.darksky.org/page/IDSPlaces


International Dark Sky Communities

Astronomy Picture of the Day ς2008 April 16
A Protected Night Sky Over Flagstaff



International Dark Sky Communities



International Dark Sky Parks



International Dark Sky Parks

ÅExceptional commitment to, and success in 
implementing, night sky preservation and/or restoration

ÅPreserve/restore outstanding night skies

ÅPromote protection of  natural habitat

ÅPromote protection of  public enjoyment

ÅEncourage park administrators to identify the valuable 
resource

ÅEncourage parks to become environmental leaders on the 
dark sky issue



Eligibility

ÅPublic land ðregardless of  managerial agency

ÅProvide public nighttime access

ÅOutstanding dark sky resource relative to the 
population it serves

ÅMinimum sky quality 

ïLimiting Magnitude 5.0, BortleScale 6

ïMilky Way should be visible 



Requirements

ÅLighting Guideline/Lightscape Management 

Plan

ÅProven commitment to natural skies and 

lightscape management



Natural Bridges National Monument



Joshua Tree National Park



Natural Bridges National Monument

http://www.astropics.com/natmilway.html


Cherry Springs State Park





Cherry Springs State Park



Geauga Park District
Observatory Park



Geauga Park District



Geauga Park District



International Dark Sky Reserves



IDSR Objectives

Å Identify and honor public or private land and their surrounding 
communities with exceptional commitment to, and success in 
implementing, dark sky preservation and/or restoration inside 
and surrounding the core

ÅEncourage land administrators to identify dark skies as a valuable 
resource

ÅPreserve/restore outstanding night skies

ÅPromote the protection of  the night skies

ÅProvide recognition for such

ÅEncourage areas to form public/private partnerships in 
protection and recognition of  nights skies and become 
environmental leaders on the issue



Mont aŜƎŀƴǘƛŎΩǎThree Zone System



Innovation in Outdoor Lighting at the Core







Mont Megantic Reserve
Recommended Standards for Operating Hours

ÅAll lighting fixtures, including signs, shall be turned off  at 
10:00 p.m. (in zones 1 and 2) or 11:00 p.m. (in zone 3), or 
outside business or operating hours.

ÅAny lighting fixtures used for security (lighting in storage 
areas, streets, public pedestrian areas or building 
entrances) are exempt from point 1.

ÅOutdoor sales area, unloading, handling or work areas 
shall be illuminated at the level perscribedfor storage 
areas outside business or operating hours, or shall reduce 
their lighting by 75%



World Atlas of Artificial Night Sky 
Brightness



Upcoming Designations
Truly International in Scope

ÅGalloway Forest Park, Scotland, UK

ÅHortobagy National Park, Hungary

ÅPic du Midi, Pyrenees, France



Galloway Forest Park



Hortobagy National Park & the 
Zselic Landscape Protection Area

Submission at the 9th European Symposium 

for the Protection of the Night Sky



Pic du Midi

http://zuserver2.star.ucl.ac.uk/~idh/apod/image/0801/CielHiverPic_sallez.jpg


Starlight Reserve vs Dark Sky Reserves
ÅSimilar concepts

ÅDifferent products defending the same.

üMake multiple weaker products in place of  one strong

üBetter one product supported by multible backgrouds

ÅIDA have lot off  experience in evaluating, 

following up and support the local group & 

authorities




