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1. Significance 

Just a pile of stones?



A World Heritage Site

40 kms apart, each has its own 

boundary, Management Plan, 

steering group and coordinator

Stonehenge and Avebury 

became a WHS in 1986 for:

ÇStone circles: largest & most 

sophisticated

ÇOutstanding prehistoric 

monuments from Neolithic to 

early Bronze Age

The Stonehenge part of 

the WHS covers 26 km2



Why is Stonehenge so special?

Ç Perfect geometry: circular 

and horizontal alignment

Ç Sophisticated engineering: 

joints to secure the lintels

Ç Shaped stones

Ç Sheer size ïlargest stone 

weighs 45 tonnes

Ç Origin of the stones ïblue 

stones from Wales, 240 km 

away, and sarsens from the 

Marlborough Downs

Ç Alignment on the solstice 

sunrise and sunset
Stonehenge 
3000-1600BC



Phases of construction

1. Earth - circular bank 

and ditch (3000BC)

2. Wood - 56 Aubrey Holes

3. Stone 

Ç Blue stones (2500BC)

Ç Sarsen circle and successive 

rearrangements (2400-2000BC)

Ç Abandoned after 1600BC



The function of Stonehenge

The evidence

ᾡ Sophisticated architecture 

and engineering

ᾡ Human feat to move and 

shape the stones

ᾡ A cremation cemetery in its 

early phase

ᾡ Alignment on midsummer 

sunrise and midwinter 

sunset

The interpretations

ᾡ Temple to the sun 

ᾡ Astronomical observatory

ᾡ Agricultural calendar

ᾡ Worship of the ancestors

ᾡ A healing place

ᾡ A place for the leaders

ᾡ A sacred site for 

ceremonies, multi-use like 

our cathedrals



Significance of the landscape

An unusual density of prehistoric remains 

from Neolithic to Early Bronze Age:

ÇKey prehistoric monuments: the Avenue, the 

Cursus, Woodhenge and Durrington Walls

ÇHundreds of burial mounds

Ç 415 scheduled ancient monuments in the WHS



The Avenue

2500-1700BC

A ceremonial route 
aligned on the summer 

Solstice sunrise

Now cut by the A344

2.5km long 
30m wide



Durrington Walls

2500BC
Neolithic enclosure

500m in diameter

Excavations have 
revealed:

Ç Two circular timber 
structures

Ç Huge quantities of 
bones and pottery

Ç Avenue leading to the 
river Avon aligned on the 
winter solstice sunrise

Ç Neolithic houses



Woodhenge

2300BC
Timber circle

6 rings of wooden posts

Entrance aligned on the 
summer solstice sunrise



A huge cemetery?

There are more than 340 
Bronze Age round barrows 

and 10 Neolithic long barrows 
within the WHS



2. The Stonehenge World 

Heritage Site Management Plan



A strategy for the future

New Management 
Plan published in 

January 2009
by English Heritage 

after extensive 
consultation with all 

stakeholders

Available on 
English Heritage 

website:
www.english-heritage.

org.uk/stonehenge

The primary aim of the 
Plan is to protect the 

archaeological 
landscape, 

taking into account 
other interests 

such as tourism, 
farming, nature 

conservation, research, 
education and the
local community.

http://www.english-heritage.�org.uk/stonehenge
http://www.english-heritage.�org.uk/stonehenge
http://www.english-heritage.�org.uk/stonehenge
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Contents of the Plan

ü Significance of the site

ü Key management issues 

ü Monitoring indicators

ü Aims and Policies

ü Action Plan for 5 years

ü Maps

ü Facts and Figures

ü Appendices



The ownership and 
management of the 

World Heritage Site is 
shared between

English Heritage,  
National Trust, 

the MOD, 
the RSPB, farmers 
and local residents



Key Issues

ü Visitor facilities 
inadequate for 900,000 
visitors a year:

ÇCar park (123 spaces) 
and shop too small

ÇNo space for exhibition 
(only audio-tour)

ÇNo education facilities

ÇNo indoor café (only take-
away)

Ç Located too close to 
Stonehenge to be 
extended



Key Issues

ü Stonehenge sandwiched between roads 

and fences, traffic omnipresent

ü Lack of awareness and difficult access to 

the surrounding prehistoric monuments



Long-term aims

üConserve and enhance the WHS landscape 

and its monuments

ü Improve the landscape setting of 

Stonehenge and reduce impact of traffic

ü Improve visitor facilities

ü Increase understanding and enjoyment of 

the whole site

ü Encourage sustainable research

ü Improve the ecological value of the WHS



Restore the setting of Stonehenge

What is proposed:

Ç Remove existing car park and visitor facilities

Ç Close the A344, reunite Stonehenge and the Avenue 

Ç Ban motorised traffic on WHS byways



Build a world class visitor centre

What is proposed:

ÇNew visitor centre with ample car and coach 

parking, exhibition and audio-visual presentations, 

education room, larger shop and indoor café

ÇVisitor transit system to Stonehenge

ÇOpportunity for visitors to explore other 

monuments within the WHS



Grass Restoration

Since 2002, special 10-
year grants for farmers 

Results in 2009: 

Ç 520 ha of crops to become 
pasture 

Ç 105 prehistoric monuments 
protected from plough 
damage

Benefits:

Ç Improved protection and 
setting for the monuments

Ç Improved ecological value

Ç Increased access on 
National Trust land

A major change on the groundé



3. Retaining the astronomical 

significance 


