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National Start Parties
In collaboration with the associations of amateur astronomers

1.- Mars 7: 70+ associations all over Spain

2.- April 4: 100 hours of astronomy

3.- August 12: Perseid meteor shower and the Milky Way. Around 1.000 

people came into the Arbayún surroundings, to see the meteor shower and 

the 6+ mag. sky in a wonderful/magical/very special night

4.- November 21: European week for Science



April 20th. Light up a star

Collaboration with Starlight initiative

Radio, TVôs, Newspapers, Magazinesé



Conferences,

workshops,

live planetarium presentations,

a new module for our exhibition area,

Support for municipalities and for the regional government

é and we continue with the process opened in Puente la Reina, 

where the installation of new full cut-off luminaires in the 

historical center has already been completed.





Light Pollution measures & 

popularization activities
(star count method)

Globe at Night: more than 100 measures reported this year in Spain.

IACO (Investigación y Acción sobre Cielo Oscuro) The light of the stars: 

Sociedad Malagueña de Astronomía.

First phase: February 16 to 28, Mars 16 to 28 and April 13 to 26.

Second phase: November 9 to 19.



IACO 1st phase:

February: Ursa Major, Orion, Leo.

March: Ursa Major, Orion, Leo.

April: Ursa Major, Leo, Bootes.











IACO 1st phase:

622 measures reported from 45 provinces, 40 Amateur Astronomical 

Societies + Cel Fosc

Environments where the measures 

were taken:

1º Urban

2º Periferic

3º Rural



IACO 1st phase:





IACO 2nd phase (European week of Science and Technology 2009)

November 9 to 19: Cassiopeia, Cygnus and Pegasus



All the information at:

www.iaco.es



Course for amateur astronomers at 

Calar Alto Observatory
To show how to measure the brightness of the sky background.

It is an activity of the Spanish National Node for the IYA2009, as part of the 

Cornerstone Project Dark Sky Awareness and in collaboration with:

Å Cel Fosc, Asociación contra la Contaminación Lumínica

Å C.A.H.A. Centro Astronómico Hispano-Alemán de Calar Alto.

Å Planetario de Pamplona

Å R.E.C.T.A

Å Universidad Complutense de Madrid

and with the support of the Spanish Foundation for Science and Technology 

(FECYT) Ministry of Science and Innovation.



The course is dedicated to the Amateur astronomers 

with special ñsense and sensibilityò to the light 

pollution issue and to those that have being specially 

involved in the IYA2009 activities.

17 people from different Spanish regions had participated in this 3 night course 

in the CAHA facilities at Calar Alto Observatory, between October 16th and 19th.

Many others are waiting for next editions.

The first stone of the Spanish community of light pollution observers is already 

set. We are now working to apply the method showed in the course and looking 

for the equipment required (mainly the set of V, B & R Johnson filters).

A new web site dedicated to Light Pollution is also being created 

(www.cielooscuro.es)





The main goal is to give specific tools to amateur astronomers in order to measure 

light pollution with their own equipment in an standard and calibrated way.

Dr. David Galadí Enríquez, astronomer at Calar Alto Observatory, showed them 

how to apply the techniques of Astronomical Absolute Photometry used by 

professional astronomers.

We reserved three nights of the 1,23 m. Zeiss Telescope at the Observatory.

They learned how to use it and how to operate with the images and the data they 

got during the course sessions.






