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Starlight Declaration. 

An unpolluted night sky that 

allows the enjoyment and 

contemplation of the 

firmament should be 

considered an inalienable 

right of humankind

equivalent to all other 

environmental, social, and 

cultural rights. 



ADITIONAL RESOLUTION STARLIGHT CONFERENCE

Development of a cooperation agreement between the Starlight 

Initiative and the UNESCO World Heritage Centre through its 

thematic initiative ñAstronomy and World Heritageò, that would 

also include the start of international consultations aimed to 

develop the ñStarLight Reservesò concept.



Wƻƛƴǘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ά{ǘŀǊƭƛƎƘǘ 
wŜǎŜǊǾŜέ /ƻƴŎŜǇǘ ŀƴŘ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ
Science and Technology, UNESCO 
HQ, Paris, 10 October 2007.



World Heritage - WHC-08/32.COM/INF.5C Paris, 22 May 2008

International Expert Meeting on Science and Technology 

UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE CENTRE

London, UK, 21-23 January 2008

ÅRecognizing the importance to promote the Declaration in Defense of the 

Night Sky and the Right to Starlight (adopted in La Palma, April 2007) trough 

the different UNESCO Programmes and Initiatives within the framework of the 

UNESCO Conventions,

ÅConsidering that the light pollution as one of the causes of the gas emissions 

must be considered as an imminent treat for the environment, as well as that 

climate change poses a threat to the outstanding universal values of World 

Heritage sites,

ÅRecognizing that the preservation of dark skies is an important and necessary 

part in the process of the protection and safeguarding of natural and cultural 

properties world wide,

ÅFollowing the call of the UNESCO Director-General for "an integrated 

approach to issues of environmental preservation and sustainable 

development" (the UNESCO publication "Case

ÅStudies on Climate Change and World Heritage"),



World Heritage - WHC-08/32.COM/INF.5C Paris, 22 May 2008

International Expert Meeting on Science and Technology 

UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE CENTRE

London, UK, 21-23 January 2008

ÅThe participants  recommended adopting the following plan of actions aiming:

Å - to elaborate the Concept of ñStarlight Reserveò   

Å- to identify the different categories of areas, reserves and properties 

accordingly to this Concept

Å- to establish general technical recommendations in regard to the starlight 

protection, related with the safeguarding of natural and cultural properties, 

lighting pollution and intelligent lighting;

Å - to integrate these recommendations to the different World Heritage 

Programmes and Initiatives 

Å - to evaluate the possibilities of the nomination of the ñStarlight Reserveò on 

the World Heritage List and/or as the Biosphere Reserve 



Å science and technology: defining characteristics of human culture 
and existence - fundamental importance to humanity in past, present 
and future;

Å heritage of science is insufficiently recognised;

Å strong link between the tangible and intangible heritage of scientific 
and/or technological sites of possible outstanding universal value; 

Å for the World Heritage: focus on physical sites,  tangible heritage, 
where great achievements of universal value were manifested, 
including tangible context for the original scientific insight;

Å clear guidance on the priority areas ;

Å thematic and comparative studies ;

Å awareness raising.

Results of the Expert Meeting in United Kingdom

(London, UK, January 2008)



Why?
¿Por qué?
¿Pourquoi?
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SIENCE, NIGHTSCAPES
Article 2 ςWorld Heritage Convention
άCƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ /ƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ 
considered as "natural heritage":
natural sitesor precisely delineated natural areas of 
outstanding universal value from the point of view of 
science,conservation or natural beautyέ



Reference to science and technology
in the Operational Guidelines WH

Cultural criteria: no direct reference to 
science but criteria refer directly to 
technology:

(ii) Exhibit an important interchange of 
ƘǳƳŀƴ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ Χ ƻƴ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘǎ 
ƛƴ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŜ ƻǊ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ Χ

(iv) Be an outstanding examples of a 
type of building, architectural or 
technological ensemble which 
illustrates significant stages in 
human history;



Reference to science and technology in the
Operational Guidelines WH

Natural criteria: reference to science as a tool to identify
Outstanding Universal Value

όȄύ /ƻƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘ Χ 
from the point of view of science 



Related Criteria for inscription
(vii) superlative natural phenomena or areas of 
exceptional natural beauty and aesthetic importance 


